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ONT - OF THE: 
COUNTRY and PEOPLE; 
WITH 


| The putting to Death of De Vi it, 


and his Brother the Raward wan Putten, 
by the Bargers at the Hagre, and how cruely they ſtript 
them, cuttirg off their Eares, Fingers, and Toes, and 
ſcll;ng -them at certain Rares abour the Streets, and 
Hanging them up by the Heels on the Gallows. _ 
Alfo the kiilirg, wounding, and pulling down the Houſes 
of many of the old an T922- of Roterdam, and " 


—_— 
—_ 


Im, to a Perion of Quality in the os 
of London, 
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Sent in aLetter rom a Gentleman in Hol- 


A crue Charadter 
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EETTRERE 


From a Gentleman out of 


HOLLAND, 


To his Friend in 


LO N DB 0-1 


Honoured Sir, 


Ez 


Ou ſhall pleaſe to under- 
ſtand that at my late be- 
ing at Utrecht I receiv'd 
your Letter , wherein -- 
you defire me to give you 
a Deſcription of the pre- 
Eft ſent ſtate of affairs now 

in Holand, and the juſt- 
neſs of the War, againſt 
ſo Profidious and Rebel- 
lious a People ;. This 
| Letters of yours I had 
no time to Anſwer, till I came to Peel, where it was my 


fortune to ſtay for ſome daysz totell you truth, I could 
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16 4n«ore ts. ſtay. any longer ayaneſt their ſcurriſous- 
Pius? and BI6ks: nant 9 Geatios 044 IIIa: 
Natign,, to whom"they? hivgb32n'ſ9 mach" bh'otatg's% : 
{and ſo mach inrich*e th:mſclves by) they are a Stare 
not fit to live in the World, by reaſon of their Treache- 
rous dealings with all Nations , witneſs their Rebellion - 
ro their King , their never keeping Articles with any 
Prince, their Muxderous and Tyranaical dealings with 
our Eypliſh in the Weſt Tadies, as Amboina, Pollcron, and 
the AZoZoco lflainds, and lately at Swrinam, their cruelties 
have made themſeives odious, and their Pride hath raiſed 
them to that height that their fail muſt be preac. 

I fh4!l in the firſt place give you a ſhort Charatter'of 
theit Counttrey, an1 then of the preſent affairFthete. 

Hellandat the Greation of the World was no Land at 
all, -and therefore at the firſt not intended by God or 
Nature for a dwelling place for men, for it was then, and . 
jong after a S.a, and conſequently the Habitation of 
Fiſh:s. Had it been meant a habitation of men, it had 
not only been ſuch high Ground, that 1: ſhould not have - 
been continually ſubj<& to the Inundations of the Sea, 
bitalſo bzen adle to have yeilded the Inhabitants Bread | 
roeat,and W o0d,or Stone to build withal z. and the four 
Elements would not have conſpired together to be there 
all naught, and by beingnaupht unto meh, ro ſhew their 
diſlike of Uſarpers,that deprive Fiſhes of thtir due dwel- 
ling places. ene © 5 | F 

Being chen at the ficſt, whol?y'Sea, by reaſon of ths flats 
and ſhallows thereof, it was' partly by Banks ranged of 
Bavins and Earth, through the'labour of Mep;” and part-. 
ly by. Sandy Downs or Hillocks, driven, | ether} by- 
the rage of the Waves, encroathet;upon and'#oReh from '- 
the Sea, by the old Anceſtors of the-new Intabitanrs,- 
The Country then (<xcept theſe Banks and Downs) lyeth 
allas.low and level as water hath made it. In itare nei- 
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ther Mountains nor Fountains, nor } ith Ratureofford- 
ed them withir the*Earth the'meaneRt of the ſeven Met- , 
tals, or an Mineral matfer at'all; But what ſhall tf, ak. 
of their wantof Mifies in the Earth, when.they have want. : 
of Farth it ſelf 3 *a'8@ 'ytt' ndtwirhhndihp. their want 
thereof, are ſain to make uſe of that littlethey taye for 
their Febef, and ſo begin ro'burni*yp'their” Countrey.be- | 


” 


forctheday of Judgeftrent-:* 


os 


Graſs they have, and that'is kf the greateſt p60d py 4 IY 


ground can afford them, and*hereof Buttet and Checſe 


are the Witneſſes : Butfor this one benefft , they want 
many; which other Countries have that have this as well * 


as they. To ſay the triith, Ido not know any beviehts 
peculiar cothemſelyes, whereofthey can boaſt;except on- 


ly two: The ones, their having a Countrey which is the 


ficreft for'Rebeſion ,  Treachery and Sciſtne, in all Chri- 
ſtendom': Andthe other is, that by reafon of the gene 
lowneſs of their DweNings', they are the neareſt Neigh- 
bours to the'Devil,of aty Nation living.updn Earth, 


* 


They mnch af theStork, becauſe; as they ſay, ſhe_ 


ſceketh not to live in any Countrey that is Governed by 


a King, and therefore when ſhe comes into Enrope, ſhe 


holds her reſidence moſt in Holland. | 
The Regiment of a Bea(t with ſeven Heads pleaſcth her 
beſt, becauſe it'is a Monſter that riſcth out of the Sea, 
and becauſe potltbility giveth hope that a Brewer or Bas- 
ket-maker by vulgat commendation of his Friends, may 


at one time or other, be raiſed to the Dignity of one 07+ 


the High and mighty Lords of the States..,) EL 
One great preropative they have which they do not 
bragge of, that is this, That when at the Day of Judge- 
ment, the wicked ſhall ſay unto the Mountains fall upon 
us, and-to the Hills cover us; thoſewicked ones in Ho!- 
lard (becanſe they bave' no Hills) ſhall but need to cut 
their Banks theouph, and the Sea it ſelf will ſtraight ways 
; Over- 
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overwhelm them; for not long before their Rebellion a- -- 
gainſt their King of Spain, the Sea broak in, and drown- 
cd four hundred and four of their Villages. 

If the King of Spain had cut their Banks (as he might 
have done) he had done the Worlda good turn,by riding 
them of ſuch ill Neighbours. 

I ſhall give you an account of: ſome of: their pre- 
ſent bloody and horrid Murders, upon ſeme of their own 
Maſters and Neighbours at Home, ſhewing wbart an inſa- 
riate and cruel people they are. 

Now I fhall tcj| you in breif of the crvel putting te 
death of the Heer Foban de Witt, and his Brother Raward 
vanePuttex at the Hague in Holland, as followeth : On 
Satarday the 20th. of Anguſt 1672. Stilo Nove, In the 
morning the Court of Juſtice met, and examined ſeveral 
Articles againſt Ruward var Purten, and finding him gui 
ty of ſeveral Crimes, received his Sentence, by which he 
was deciared incapable of hoiding any employments in 
the State, and Baniſhed for ever z On the ſame day the 
Barber which he had hired ro murther the Prince of 
Orarge, as he went a:onp the ſtreers,told the people that 
the laid Ruward van Patten was guilty , and deſerved a 
ſeverer puniſhmenc ; which animared the Burgers into a 
furious Rage, and they bear up their Drums, and draw'd 
themſelves into fix Companies, and poſted themſelves on 
the Vyverbergh, Buyten- Hof, and before the Priſon, and 
their continued till after five in the Afternoon ; about 
which time they broak open the Priſon doors, notwith- 
ſtanding three Troops of Horſe, which were drawn out 
ro prevent any diſorders that ſhould happen , which the 
Burgers kept of with their Pikes, and forced them to re- 
tire ; being entered che Priſon,they pulled forth van Pat- 
rey, and his Brother de Witt, (which was come in his 
Coach to fee him,,) but the watch prevented him and Bro- 
th:r to go forth, and forc2d themto retire back in the 
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Priſon , but afterwards. pulled them down, (vay Putters 
being in his Night-Gown , and det ina Black Velver 
Coat ) As ſoon as they had brought them into the ſtreer, 
the People trampled them under foot, and ſhot them with 
Musket Bullers, and cut and mangled them in an unhu- 
mane manner, (crying ov! theſe be the Rogues that have 
becrayed us and our Coun:trey) and fo draging them up 
and down the ſtceets, ciic of their fingers , (which ſub- 
ſcribed that perpetual £9: ayainſt the Prince of Orange,) 
and their Ears, and {'oes, and Metmbers,every one ſtriving 
to geta piece, which thy afterwards ſold up and down 
the Town, an Ear for twenty five ſtuyvers, a piece of a 
finger for twelve ſtuyvers,a whole one for fifteen ſtuyvers,. - 
and a Toe for ten ſtuyvers, ard ſo proportionably any 
piece of their Bodies, The people keartily thanking God 
for itz then they took their mangled bodies, and hanged 
them up by the heels on the Gailows nak*d, ſo furiouſly 
were the people inraged againſt thoſe two Brothers. A- 
bout midnight ſome men 1n diſguiſe came and wook down 
their bodies, and conveyed them privately a way. 

At Rotterdam and other places they have pulled down 
the Houſes of many of the old Magiſtrates, wounding and 
killing ſome, ſo are the rude multitude incenſed againft 
moſt of de itt's Party , which were againſt the Pxjace - 
of Orange. : | 
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